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Pierre Dandjinou – ICANN VP for Africa,
Distinguished participants, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Good morning, good afternoon!
A warm welcome to this joint webinar hosted by ICANN and ATU.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to thank the ICANN leadership for taking the initiative to brief African governments early and substantively on the upcoming round of the new gTLD programme.
This is a timely conversation. The introduction of new top-level domains is very integral to the expansion of the internet. For us in Africa, this is another of the many progress areas we are keen not to be left behind. 
It has been over a decade since ICANN last opened applications for new generic Top-Level Domains. That 2012 round resulted in more than 1,900 applications and over 1,200 new TLDs.
Today, these gTLDs collectively account for approximately millions of registered domain names worldwide.
Very few of them originate from Africa.
There are many reasons for this: limited awareness, resource constraints, and unfamiliarity with the process all played a role.
This time, we must act differently.
The next round is scheduled to open in 2026. But the real work begins now.
Governments, together with relevant public institutions and regulatory bodies, should now begin internal discussions to identify domain names that they may wish to apply for, reserve, or protect in this round. 
We must also think strategically about new opportunities such as whether to apply for gTLDs that reflect public services, national platforms, or local languages. These are strategic spaces which in our view, give governments an opportunity to structure access, build trust, and support public-facing digital infrastructure. 
That is why we find this webinar very important and key to our broader effort to place Africa in a position to participate meaningfully.
ICANN has put in place an Applicant Support Program, offering financial and non-financial assistance to those who qualify. We want more African applicants to be engaged with the programme.
Governments must identify focal points, designate internal coordination teams, and engage with the process well ahead of deadlines.
We at ATU are ready to support our Member States as they assess whether and how to apply. We will also continue to monitor ICANN developments and share timely updates with you.
As many of you know, ATU and ICANN has enjoyed a long-standing partnership which spans a number of arears starting with Internet Governance issues affecting Africa. 
a. We are active participants in the Coalition for Digital Africa, where we work together on infrastructure, multilingualism, and Internet development.
b. We also continue to serve as observers within ICANN’s Governmental Advisory Committee, where we follow developments that have implications for African states and advise our members accordingly.
c. In July this year, ATU received a grant from ICANN to support IPv6 deployment in Africa.
This support is already being deployed in practical work—work that reflects our joint commitment to strengthening Africa’s Internet architecture. We thank ICANN for that trust.
Colleagues,
Africa’s digital development must extend to visibility, naming, and ownership.
Top-level domains carry weight. They shape how countries are found, how platforms are trusted, and how services are accessed.
We must treat them as part of our broader national strategies.
I thank ICANN once again for their partnership, and I thank all of you for joining today’s session. 
Thank you!
